MAJOR  GENERAL  ROSECRANS 

ON 

CONTRIBUTIONS  TOR  THE  SICK  AND  WOUNDED. 


- - 

Headquarters  department  of  tbe  Cumberland, 

Murfreesboro,  February  2,  1863. 

The  General  Commanding  presents  his  warmest  acknowledgements 
to  the  friends  of  the  Soldiers  of  this  Army,  whose  generous  sympathy 
with  the  suffering  of  the  sick  and  wounded  has  induced  them  to  send 
for  their  comfort  numerous  sanitary  supplies,  which  are  continually 
arriving  by  the  hands  of  individuals  and  charitable  societies.  While 
he  highly  appreciates  and  does  not  undervalue  the  charities  which 
have  been  lavished  on  this  Army,  experience  has  demonstrated  the 
importance  of  system  and  impartiality,  as  well  as  judgment  and 
economy,  in  the  forwarding  and  distribution  of  these  supplies.  In 
all  these  respects  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission  stands  un¬ 
rivalled.  Its  organization,  experience,  and  large  facilities  for  the 
work  are  such  that  the  General  does  not  hesitate  to  recommend,  in 
the  most  urgent  manner,  all  those  who  desire  to  send  sanitary  sup¬ 
plies  to  confide  them  to  the  care  of  this  Commission. 

They  will  thus  insure  the  supplies  reaching  their  destination  with¬ 
out  wastage,  or  expense  of  agents  or  transportation,  and  their  being 
distributed  in  a  judicious  manner  without  disorder  or  interference 
with  the  regulations  and  usages  of  the  service. 

This  Commission  acts  in  full  concert  with  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  Army,  and  enjoys  its  confidence.  It  is  thus  enabled  with  a 
few  agents  to  do  a  large  amount  of  good  at  the  proper  time,  and  in 
the  proper  way.  Since  the  battle  of  Stone’s  River,  it  has  distributed 
a  surprisingly  large  amount  of  clothing,  lint,  bandages,  and  bedding, 
as  well  as  milk,  concentrated  beef,  fruit,  and  other  sanitary  stores, 
essential  to  the  recovery  of  the  sick  and  wounded. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 

Major  General,  Commanding  Department. 


* 


©ffict  of  toe  sanito  (commission, 

O  >3 


Washington,  February  1G th,  18G3. 


As  correspondence  with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  the  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mission  is  extensive,  (several  hundred  letters  a  day  being  despatched 
from  its  various  offices,)  economy  of  its  funds  requires  that  printed 
information  should  be  given  in  answer  to  enquiries,  as  much  as  prac¬ 
ticable.  It  is  impossible  that  the  President  or  the  Secretaries  should 
personally  reply  to  a  tenth  part  of  the  written  requests  for  advice, 
information,  or  instruction,  which  are  addressed  to  them.  Letters 
addressed  to  them,  therefore,  unless  necessarily  of  a  distinctly  pri¬ 
vate  and  personal  character,  must  be  classified  and  referred  for  an¬ 
swer,  as  a  matter  of  office  routine,  to  the  several  special  agents 
devoted  to  this  duty,  according  to  the  subject-matter  they  contain. 
It  is  requested  of  members  of  the  Commission,  as  well  as  of  all  others, 
that  letters  concerning  the  affairs  of  t he  Commission,  which  are  not 
necessarily  of  a  strictly  private  character,  should  be  addressed,  not 
to  any  individual  officer  of  t lie  Commission,  but,  simply  “Sanitary 
Commission,  Washington,”  (‘‘New  York,”  “Louisville,”  etc.,  as  the 
case  may  be,)  and  that  all  letters  which  are  strictly  and  necessarily 
of  a  personal  character  with  reference  to  those  addressed,  in  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Commission,  should  be  distinctly  marked  “prirate” 

At  the  moment  of  this  writing,  two  officers  of  the  Commission, 
usually  stationed  at  the  Washington  office,  are  about  to  leave  for  an 
absence  of  some  weeks,  on  a  tour  of  duty,  and  at  the  hour  of  leaving 
each  finds  on  his  desk  a  score  of  letters  on  affairs  more  or  less  distinctly 
connected  with  the  concerns  cf  the  Commission,  addressed  to  himself 
personally;  the  writers  of  which  must  either  submit  to  delay  for  an 
indefinite  period,  or  accept  this  as  an  apology  for  an  answer  by  proxy. 

The  arrangements  of  the  several  offices  of  the  Commission  are  in¬ 
tended  to  be  such  that  all  letters  addressed  to  them  shall  be  promptly 
and  satisfactorily  answered.  Whenever  this  design  fails  of  accom¬ 
plishment,  t lie  undersigned  will  be  thankful  for  information  of  it. 

Those  charged  with  correspondence  in  behalf  of  the  Commission  at 
its  several  Branch  offices,  are  requested  to  notify  the  Central  Office 
whenever  assistance  in  this  duty  is  required,  which  cannot  be  satis¬ 
factorily  obtained  locally.  It  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  in¬ 
terests  which  the  Commission  has  at  heart,  that  this  duty  should  be 
punctually  executed  by  persons  well  informed  of  the  purposes  and 
methods  of  the  Commission,  and  fully  charged  with  a  spirit  of  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  Union  and  to  humanity.  The  Commission  will  therefore 
appoint  and  maintain  resident  Branch  Secretaries,  when  desired 
by  the  organizations  in  charge  of  its  Branch  supply  offices,  as  in  one 
case  (where  an  accumulation  of  over  two  hundred  unanswered  letters 
had  occurred)  it  has  already  done.  This  is  mentioned  simply  because 
it  is  known  how  great  the  burden  of  this  correspondence  must  be  to 
those  voluntarily  and  gratuitously  undertaking  it,  and  with  a  pro¬ 
found  sense  of  the  admirable  manner  in  which  in  these  cases,  it  has 
in  general  been  thus  far  conducted. 


Respectfully, 


FRED.  LAW  OLMSTED, 

General  Secretary. 


The  Editor  of. 


Will  aid  the  cause  by  inserting  in  his  paper 
the  accompanying  letter . 


LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  MEADE. 

The  following  letter  from  General  Meade, 
the  gallant  and  capable  commander  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  was  received  by  the 
“Committee  on  Labor,  Income,  and  Revenue,'’ 
appointed  to  raise  funds  for  the  “  Great  Cen¬ 
tral  Fair  for  the  Sanitary  Commission,”  to  be 
held  in  Philadelphia : 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

April  8,  1864. 

L.  Montgomery  Bond,  Esq.  : 

Dear  Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  6th 
inst.,  inclosing  circulars  of  the  “  Committee 
on  Labor,  Incomes,  and  Revenues,”  of  the 
Great  Central  Fair  for  the  United  States  Sani¬ 
tary  Commission.  I  feel  very  much  flattered 
and  complimented  at  the  honor  conferred  on 
me,  by  placing  my  name  as  one  of  the  honor¬ 
ary  members  of  this  important  Committee. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  assure  you 
that  I  am  with  you  heart  and  soul  in  the  great 
work  of  benevolence  and  charity  which  you 
have  entered  on. 

It  has  been  my  duty  to  make  inquiry  as  to 
the  practical  working  and  benefit  of  the  United 
States  Sanitary  Commission,  and  it  affords  me 
great  pleasure  tojbear  testimony,  so  far  as  this 
army  is  concerned,  to  the  estimable  benefits  and 
blessings  conferred  by  this  noble  associa¬ 
tion  on  the  suffering  sick  and  wounded  sol¬ 
diers. 

A  few  facts  in  connection  with  this  point  may 
be  of  use  to  you. 

At  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  the  number  of 
wounded  of  our  army  alone,  amounted,  by 
official  reports,  to  thirteen  thousand  seven  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirteen,  (13,713.)  Those  of  the 
enemy  left  on  the  field  were  estimated  by  our 
medical  officers  as  amounting  to  eight  thousand. 
This  would  make  in  all  nearly  twenty-two 
thousand  suffering  beings,  requiring  immediate 
care  and  attention,  to  save  life. 


Few  people  can  realize  such  large  numbers, 
but  if  you  tell  them  that  should  they  fill  and 
pack  your  Academy  of  Music  in  Philadelphia 
(which  holds,  I  believe,  some  thirty-five  hun¬ 
dred  people.)  six  times,  and  then  imagine  every 
soul  in  this  immense  crowd  wounded,  they  will 
have  a  chance  idea  of  the  great  work  for  hu¬ 
manity  on  the  field  of  Gettysburg. 

Now,  although  the  Government  is  most  lib¬ 
eral  and  generous  in  all  its  provisions  for  the 
sick  and  wounded,  yet  it  is  impossible  to  keep 
constantly  on  hand  either  the  personnel  or  sup¬ 
plies  required  in  an  emergency  of  this  kind. 

In  addition  to  this  difficulty  at  Gettysburg, 
I  was  compelled  to  pursue  the  retreating  foe, 
and  as  I  expected  in  a  few  days  to  have  another 
battle,  at  some  distant  point,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  I  should  carry  away  the  greater  por¬ 
tion  of  my  surgeons  and  medical  supplies,  so 
that  the  wounded  of  Gettysburg  were,  in  a 
measure,  depending  upon  such  extra  assistance 
as  the  Government  could  hastily  collect,  and 
upon  the  generous  aid  so  cheerfully  and 
promptly  afforded  by  the  Sanitary  and  Chris¬ 
tian  Commissions,  and  the  various  State  and 
Soldiers’  Aid  Societies.  All  the  additional  aid 
from  every  source  was  here  most  urgently 
needed,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say 
that,  from  the  reports  of  my  medical  officers, 
I  am  satisfied  the  United  States  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mission,  as  well  as  the  others  above  named, 
were  fully  up  to  the  work  before  them. 

What  has  occurred  in  the  past  may  occur  in 
the  future.  There  is  no  nobler  or  holier  work 
of  Christian  love  and  charitv,  and  if  the  voices 
of  the  brave  soldiers  are  of  any  influence, 
you  may  rest  assured  you  have  their  hearty 
wishes  and  earnest  prayers. 

Most  respectfully  and  truly  vours, 

"  GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Maj.  Gen.  Commanding  Army  of  Potomac. 
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U.  £.  Sanitary  Commission, 

CENTRAL  OFFICE, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  July  20,  1865. 

At  tie  late  session  of  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission,  held  in  this 
city  on  the  11th  and  12th  instant,  the  following  resolution  was  passed  : 

“  That  the  General  Secretary  be  instructed  to  address  a  circular  to  all 
Branches  and  Aid  Societies,  asking  them  to  report  what  amount  of  money 
m  ar  dition  to  any  sum  contributed  by  them  in  money  to  the  Central  Treas¬ 
ury  they  have  severally  raised  for  the  prosecution  of  their  work,  in  order 
that  the  aggregate  of  such  amounts,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  work  done  by 
the  people  during  the  war,  may  be  made  matter  of  record  in  the  final  report 

of  he  Commission  ;  and  that  each  copy  of  said  circular  be  accompanied  by 
a  blank  form  of  answer,  and  a  stamped  envelope.” 

In  accordance  with  the  above  resolution,  you  will  please  find  enclosed  a 
blank  form  prepared  for  the  purpose 

The  importance  of  gathering  the  information  sought,  by  a  systematic 
effort  at  this  time,  can  hardly  be  overestimated.  It  may  afford  the  only 
opportunity  for  ascertaining,  with  any  degree  of  completeness  and  accuracy, 
the  aggregate  sum  of  money  voluntarily  contributed  by  all  the  Aid  So¬ 
cieties  throughout  the  country  for  the  relief  and  comfort  of  the  United 
States  forces  during  the  late  rebellion. 

We  therefore  invite  your  earnest  attention  and  co-operation  in  the  ac¬ 
complishment  of  our  object,  and  hope  for  an  early  response. 

With  the  assurance  of  cordial  appreciation  of  any  effort  you  may  make 
in  this  connection,  I  am,  very  truly  yours, 

JNO.  S.  BLATCHFORU, 

General  Secretarv 


It.  $.  ^anitaru  c'cmmission, 

Central  Office,  244  F  Street, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  Aug.  30,  1865. 

* 

The  following  Resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Commission,  at  its 
late  session  held  in  this  city  July  11th  and  12th. 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  active  business  of  theU.  S.  Sanitary  Commission 
“  close  finally  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  next,  after  which  all 
“  salaries  and  all  distribution  shall  cease,  and  all  Homes  and  Offices  be 
“closed,  except  so  far  as  unfinished  business  may  require  a  small 
“  number  of  clerks,  and  an  office  in  Washington,  New  York,  and 
“  Louisville,  each  to  continue.” 

This  action  of  the  Commission  is  not  intended  to  embrace  the  work 
of  the  “Army  and  Navy  Claim  Agency,”  which  will  continue  to  be 
prosecuted. 

In  all  cases  where  a  continuance  of  service  may  be  required  in  any 
other  Department,  in  order  to  bring  its  work  finally  and  systematically 
to  a  close,  due  notice  will  be  given. 

All  applications  for  furloughs  will  be  made  to  the  heads  of  the 
respective  Bureaus,  by  whom  they  will  be  referred  to  the  Assistant 
Secretary  in  charge  of  the  “Bureau  of  Accounts,”  for  approval.  Any 
furlough  otherwise  obtained  will  not  be  regarded  as  in  proper  form,  or 
be  recognized,  and  will  subject  the  holder  to  a  loss  of  salary  for  the 
period  of  his  absence  from  duty. 

From  and  after  September  1st,  the  hours  for  office  duty  at  the 
Central  Office  will  be  from  9  a.  m.  to  4  p.  m.  A  diligent  and  faithful 
performance  of  service  during  these  hours  will  be  strictly  required. 

JNO.  S.  BLATCHFORD, 

General  Secretary. 


II.  S>.  fauitant  ®ommiissiion, 

Central  Office,  244  F  Street, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  Sept.  29,  1865. 

Darius  Forbes,  Esq.,  having  resigned  his  position  as 
General  Agent  of  the  U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission  “Army 
and  Navy  Claim  Agency,/!  William  F.  Bascom,  Esq.,  late 
“Superintendent  ot  Local  Agencies,”  has  been  appointed  his 
successor,  and  will  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  on  the 
first  of  October,  proximo. 

The  office  of  “Superintendent  of  Local  Agencies”  is 
merged  in  that  of  “General  Agent,”  and  Local  Agents  will 
accordingly  transmit  to  William  F.  Bascom,  Esq.,  “General 
Agent,”  the  claims  made  out  by  them,  and  will  look  to  him 
tor  instructions  in  reference  to  every  branch  of  the  work 
embraced  within  the  scope  of  their  Agencies. 

JNO.  S.  BLATCHFORD, 


General  Secretary. 
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U.  S.  SANITARY  COMMISSION 

fhotcdih  ®tar-CIahn  ^ssonafioit, 

Office ,  35  Chambers  Street ,  Neiv  York. 


PRESIDENT. 

Lieut.  Gkn.  WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

VICE-PRESIDEN  TS. 

HAMILTON  FISH.  ADMIRAL  DUPONT, 

JOHN  J.  CISCO,  RUDOLPH  A.  WITTHAUS. 

TREASURER. 

ROBERT  B.  MINTURN. 


Edwin  I).  Morgan, 

< 

James  W.  Beekman, 

H.  W.  Bellows,  D.  D. 

j  * 

John  Jacob  Astor, 
James  Brown, 


DIRECTORS. 
Wm.  H.  Aspinwall, 
James  Gallatin, 
Howard  Potter, 

Wm.  E.  Dodge,  Jr., 
Theodore  Roosevelt, 
Peter  Cooper. 


George  Bancroft, 
Daniel  Lord, 
Wilson  G.  Hunt, 
Robert  L.  Stuart, 
Alfred  Pell, 


The  objects  of  the  Association  are  to  secure  to  soldiers  and  sailors, 
and  t.hcir  families,  Claims  for  Pension,  Pay,  Bounty,  and  Prize  Money, 
without  charge ,  and  to  give  them  advice  and  information. 

HENRY  GREENFIELD, 

Secretary. 


REPORT 

Of  claims  entered,  and  settlements  on  claims  filed  by  the  Protect! 
War  Claim  Association.,  from  March  1C,  1863,  to  October  31,  1805. 


CLAIMS  FILED. 

For  Pensious .  5.009 

“  Arrears  of  Pay  and  Bounty .  C.299 

“  Prize  Money .  3  482 

“  Miscellaneous . ; .  250 

.  15,040 


Estimated  Value . $2,388,502.40 


CLAIMS  PAID. 

For  Pensions . 1,230 

“  Arrears  of  Pay  and  Bounty . 1,940 

“  Prize  Money .  _  579 

“  Miscellaneous .  200 

Total .  3,955 


AMOUNT  COLLECTED. 

For  Pension. . $115,925  74 

“  Arrears  of  Pay  and  Bounty . .  301,752  77 

Prize  Money .  208.426  72 

“  Miscellaneous . 2,000  00 

Total . ;.  $028,105  23 


Estimated  value  of  claims  remaining  unsettled.  $1,760,397.17. 

K 


In  addition  to  making  direct  applications  for  Pensions,  Arrears  of 
Pay,  Bounty,  and  Prize-Money,  general  information  and  advice  has  been 
given  relative  to  military  and  naval  matters. 

No  charges  have  been  made  for  these  services,  thus  saving  to  the 
widows  and  representatives  of  the  soldiers  the  usual  fees  of  claim  agents, 
amounting  to  at  least  $238,850.24. 

HOWARD  POTTER,  t 

-  WM.  E  DODGE,  Ji  i  Ex  Com. 

THEODORE  ROOSEVELT.  ) 

HENRY  GREENFIELD,  Sec. 

Nkw  York.  October  31,  1865. 
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“SANITARIA, 

OR, 

Homes  for  Discharged,  Disabled  Soldiers. 

- - — 

Now  that  the  excitement  of  actual  war  is  over,  and 
the  demand  upon  the  men  and  women  at  home  for 
thought,  time,  money,  and  supplies  for  sick  and 
wounded  soldiers  has  nearly  ceased,  people  are  turn¬ 
ing  their  attention  to  the  question  of  how  best  to  pro¬ 
vide  permanently  for  those  soldiers  who  have  been 
disabled  in  the  service  And  it  is  one  of  the  questions 
which  require  a  great  deal  of  careful  thought.  There 
has  been  a  vast  amount  of  earnest  philanthropy 
aroused  by  this  war,  and  the  ardent  feeling  cannot  at 
once  be  put  to  sleep  in  its  old  ways.  For  a  while,  at 
least,  it  must  be  allowed  to  spend  itself  upon  something. 
Yet  it  will,  because  of  its  very  force,  require  guidance 
and  constraint,  and  the  influence  of  men  who  insist 
upon  slower  steps  and  patient  investigation,  else  in  its 
earnestness  it  will  do  unwise  things. 

There  is  a  feeling  in  the  community  that  too  much 
cannot,  by  any  possibility,  be  done  for  the  men  who 
have  become  disabled  in  the  war;  that  do  all  we  may 
for  their  comfort,  we  soall  never  half  repay  them  for 
the  sacrifices  they  have  made,  or  half  balance  our 
debt  of  personal  gratitude.  All  this  is  true,  provided 
what  we  do  for  them  is  done  in  the  right  way.  But 
on  the  other  hand,  if  we  make  these  soldiers  the  re¬ 
cipients  of  an  indiscriminate  charity,  if  we  seize  upon 
them  as  the  objects  upon  which  we  may  work  off  this 
nervous  philanthropic  excitability,  and  count  the 
benefit  rendered  by  the  numbers  we  get  into  asylums, 
where  they  can  live  without  care  or  labor  on  their 
part,  then  we  shall  do  more  harm  than  good — a  great 
deal,  by  such  endeavors — pure  and  right  as  the  motive 
may  be.  To  keep  ten  men,  who  naturally,  almost  ne¬ 
cessarily,  drift  that  tv  ay,  out  of  an  asylum  of  ease  and 
comfort,  by  teaching  them  how  to  use  for  self  support 
what  muscle  thay  have  left,  is  a  far  be'ter  work  than 
to  provide,  year  by  year,  food  and  shelter  and  liberal 
care  for  ten  other  men  equally  disabled.  Yet  this  is 
just  the  point  which  the  community  in  its  generous 
earnestness  is  in  danger  of  overlooking. 

What  we  want  in  this  country,  if  we  are  to  establish 
any  national  or  State  “  Sanitaria"  or  “  Disabled  Sol¬ 
diers’  Homes,"  is  to  have  them  as  truly  American  as 
this  war  has  been  :  we  want  them  to  show  unon  the 
face  of  them  that  the  people  themselves,  with  their 
practical  good  sense,  have  been  thinking  about  them, 
and  have  really  put  into  th  m  their  best  and  calmest 
thought,  as  well  as  their  money  and  their  sympathies. 
We  want  something  which  the  nation  shall  be  proud 
of,  not  chiefly  because  of  the  evidence  of  unstinted 


liberality,  but  because,  also,  of  the  com  non  sense  em¬ 
bodied  in  it.  We  want  ,  seize  upon  the  opportunity 
D0W  offered,  and  bring  to  bear  upon  the  treatment  of 
this  subject  the  best  principles  of  modern  social 
science,  as  specially  applied  to  a  comparatively  new 
question.  We  want  to  toilovv  no  ambition-*  examples 
of  the  old  world,  or  emulate  these  who  in  ch  ritable 
institutions  seek  to  build  monuments.  We  want  to 
lose  sight  entirely  of  the  questions  of  whetheV  marble 
towers  look  better  than  pine  barracks,  while  we  keep 
our  eye  on  the  larger  thought  of  bow  we  can  best  and 
soonest  restore  these  disabled  men,  so  far  as  is  pos¬ 
sible,  to  their  homes  and  into  the  working  community 
—get  them  absorbed  into  the  mass,  or  rather  reorgan¬ 
ize  them  into  the  living  body  again,  fr  »m  which  for 
the  time  perhaps,  in  their  condition  of  helplessness, 
they  had  unavoidably  become  separated.  Just  in  this 
regard  is  where,  as  Americans,  we  are  to  show  our 
faith  in  the  healing  powers  of  our  republican  homes 
and  our  republican  industries;  that,  in  our  belief,  no 
asylum  or  fostering  protection  is  equal  to  it;  that 
though  such  sheltering  care,  life  long,  may  perhaps 
do  for  men  of  other  nations,  it  wi  1  never  do  for  the 
disabled  men  of  this  nation,  where  the  army  was  made 
up  of  those  who,  when  they  went  into  the  r  nks,  left 
homes  which  spurned  alike  dependence  and  indolent 
ease. 


The  question  therefore  now  is  tViis ;  how  to  use 
wisely  this  popular  enthusiasm,  and  yet  not.  be  carried 
away  by  it  how  to  show  our  appreciation  of  its 
worth,  and  yet  not  yiek  to  any  unreasonable  sugges¬ 
tions  ;  also,  how  to  meet  the  demand  which  the  public, 
and  in  tact,  the  necessities  of  the  disabled  men  them- 
selve-,  are  maing  upon  us,  and  yet  be  true  to  the 
other  demand  made  by  r.his  19r.h  century  and  our  re¬ 
publican  institutions.  In  sh  -rt,  the  question  now  is, 

how  to  do  the  work  obviously  in  hand,  and  yet  not 
overdo  it. 

Some  few  points  of  practical  importance  may  here 
be  specified  in  accordance  with  the  general  principles 
above  indicated.  t 

1st  A  Sanitarium  should  be  not  mere’y  en  ‘‘asy¬ 
lum,  but  also  a  workshop,  end  a  school,  and  a  home. 

As  a  first  principle,  the  idea  of  indolent  ease  should 

find  no  place  there,  except  in  the  rooms  of  those  ut¬ 
terly  and  totally  disabled.  A  cen’ral  purpose  of  the  ' 
institution  should  be  to  provide  facilities  and  induce¬ 
ments  for  the  development  of  productive  power  in 
these  parti  illy  disabled  men,  so  that  they  may  be  ableas 
soon  as  possible  to  support  themselves.  These  facili¬ 
ties  would  embrace  careful  ins  ruction  in  various  arts 
or  branches  of  bus  ness,  according  t0  the  physical 
ability  or  mental  capacity  of  the  different  xnun.  The 
inducements  would  consist  in  opening  to  the  men  the 


use  of  workshops,  farta  lands,  gardens,  and  the  like, 
as  well  as  play  grounds  and  reading  rooms.  Induce¬ 
ments  would  also  be  found  in  the  tone  which  should  be 
infused  through  the  whole  establishment  of  self- 
respect  and  personal  independence,  based  on  the  con¬ 
sciousness  in  each  man  of  his  trying  every  day  to  do 
his  part  in  the  "world  honestly,  according  to  the  meas¬ 
ure  of  power  or  number  of  limbs  left  to  him  by  the 
war.  Thus  would  self-reliance  also  be  maintained; 
and  quickly  would  men  learn  to  make  one  set  of 
muscles  perform  the  work  of  two,  and  the  left  hand 
take  the  place  of  the  right,  and  the  brain  and  one  arm 
earn  the  living  which  before  was  earned  by  the  two 
arms,  the  brain  having  been  but  little  used.  This 
development  of  productive  power  in  all  the  inmates 
should  be  an  essential  aim  and  prominent  feature  of  a 
Sani'arium,  and  that  special  work  should  be  urfder  the 
charge  of  eminent  and  competent  men,  who  would 
make  this  their  sole  business;  thus  to  overcome  the 
obstacles,  not  a  few,  and  to  provide  all  possible  facili- 
lies  and  inducements  for  securing  this  condition  of 
self-help,  and  consequent  self-reliance,  followed  by 
self-respect. 

This  broader  plan,  with  this  larger  provision — Asy¬ 
lum,  Infirmary,  Agency  for  Productive  Industry — can 
alone  meet  the  demands  made  at  the  present  day  upon 
intelligent  philanthropy. 

II.  In  connection  "with  the  Sanitarium  should  be  a 
system  of  correspondence  with  reliable  men  or  organ¬ 
ized  aid  societies,  esp°cially  “Bureaus  of  Employ¬ 
ment,”  in  principal  towns  and  cities,  so  that  situations 
and  helping  hands  might  be  secured  for  all  the  inmates 
of  these  “  Homes”  as  fast  as  they  might  be  able  and 
inclined  to  try  the  world  again. 

III.  As  to  medical  and  surgical  treatment,  the  aim 
j  should  be,  not  merely  to  secure  average  skill  and  care, 

so  as  to  keep  the  men  comfortable  in  their  present 
state,  but  provision  should  be  made  at  every  Sanita¬ 
rium  for  an  infirmary,  where  the  very  highest  skill 
could  bring  to  bear  all  the  arts  and  appliances  of  mod¬ 
ern  surgical  and  medical  science,  with  large  and  pa¬ 
tient  working,  furnishing  here  to  the  disabled  soldier 
such  medical  or  surgical  treatment,  and  an  opportunity 
for  improvement  or  recovery,  such  as  could  not  possi¬ 
bly  be  guaranteed  to  any  individual  at  his  own  home, 
even  if  be  were  able  to  pay  for  it. 

IV.  Another  important  point  is  this  :  the  conditions 
under  which  inmates  are  to  be  admitted  to  the  Sani¬ 
tarium.  Among  soldiers  who  have  been  sick  or 
wounded  there  will  be,  beside  many  honest  men,  some 
knaves,  men  who  were  knaves  before  they  received 
their  wounds  and  are  none  the  less  so  now.  While 
nine-tenths  of  all  the  other  disabled  soldiers,  with 
laudable  ambition,  will  strive  for  self-support,  nine- 
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tenths  of  all  this  class  will  seek  to  live  on  charity,  j 
and  thej  will  point  to  Uitir  wounds  as  giving  them  a 
right  to  claim  such  support.  These  are  the  men  who, 
with  plausible  story,  will  try  to  impose  upon  such  an 
institution  as  a  home  for  disabled  soldiers,  and  once 
within  the  walls  they  will  never  gain  strength  either 
to  work  there  or  to  go  out  into  the  world.  ''These  are 
the  men  who,  if  carelessly  admitted,  will  bring  censure 
and  disgrace  on  the  institution  and  its  system.  There 
must,  therefore,  be  a  peculiarly  wise  method  adopted 
to  determine  the  admission  of  inmates,  with  ample 
safe-guards .  which  shall,  indeed,  not  keep  the  worthy 
soldier  waiting  at  the  door  for  a  single  hour,  but  at 
the  same  time  shall  not  allow  an  easily  excited  sym¬ 
pathy  to  open  wide  the  gates  to  every  man  who  wears 
“  soldier’s  clothes  v  and  leans  on  a  crutch.  Humani¬ 
ty  and  worldly  wisdom  must  stand  at  the  porch  and 
counsel  together. 

V.  In  regard  to  the  character  of  buildings  to  be 
erected,  it  should  correspond  to  the  work  in  hand. 
To  build  costly  structures  for  a  service  which  we 
trust  is  to  end  with  the  lives  of  our  present  veteran 
soldiers  surely  were  not  wise  or  becoming.  You  want 
what  is  substantial,  and  the  very  best  of  its  kind  ;  but 
you  do  not  want  to  put  into  useless  material  and  showy 
style  what  ought  to  go  toward  securing  additional 
home-comforts  and  other  aids  to  the  disabled  soldiers. 
Yet  so  sun  ly  as  different.  States  take  up  the  work  of 
establishing  Sanitaria,  unless  this  point  is  most  care¬ 
fully  guarded,  your  eye  will  be  pained  with  ambitious 
display  in  rival  structure3,  from  which  contractors 
will  grow  rich,  and  on  which  politicians  will  stand  to 
make  flattering  speeches. 

YI.  Wha  ever  is  to  be  attempted  in  the  direction 
of  providing  this  form  of  relief  should  be  entered  upon 
at  once,  the  discharged  soldiers  will  never  again 
n^ed  the  help  as  much  as  they  do  to-day.  If  y outlay 
out  plans  so  broad,  and  erect  structures  so  large  that 
it  will  take  a  year  to  finish  them,  many  of  the  men  for 
whom  these  Sanitaria  are  intended  will  be  dead  be¬ 
fore  your  welcome  is  ready  to  be  offered. 

The  need  of  National  or  of  State  Sanitaria  has  all 
along  been  assumed,  and  cannot  be  doubted.  Pre¬ 
cisely  how  large  a  provision  will  have  to  be  made  for 
this  class  of  men,  who  have  been  rendered  partially  or 
wholly  helpless  while  in  the  servi  ce,  and  who  have  no 
means  of  support,  it  is  impossible  to  determine.  Of 
this,  however,  we  may  feel  sure,  that  under  these  in¬ 
stitutions  wisely  organized,  and  with  fit  restrictions, 
the  demand  for  help  of  this  form  will  be  by  no  means 
as  great,  as  some  persons  have  been  led  to  suppose. 

Six  months  from  now,  or  even  three  months  from  now, 
we  can  form  a  better  judgment.  The  U.  S.  Sanitary 
Commission  has  for  the  last  year  and  more  been  pur- 
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suing  a  series  of  inquiries  for  the  purpose  of  having 
in  hand  the  material  for  answering,  approximately  at 
least,  that  very  inquiry.  And  it  has  thereby  collected 
much  valuable  information.  Taking  in  order,  one  by 
one,  all  the  men  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  who 
during  a  given  time  were  discharged  on  account  of 
disability,  (almost  all  of  whom  in  the  course  of  their 
journey  home  have  come  under  the  care  of  the  Sani¬ 
tary  Commission  at  a  “Lodge”  or  “Home,”)  answers 
carefully  obtained  from  some  seven  thousand  men 
have  been  recorded  to  C*e  following  questions,  viz: 

“1.  Name? 

“  2.  Regiment? 

“3.  Age  ? 

“4.  Have  you  any  family,  and  what  ? 

“  5.  Are  they  dependent  on  you  for  support  ? 

“  6.  Have  you  any  property,  and  what  amount  ? 

“  7.  What  were  your  means  of  support  before  you 
enlisted  ? 

“  8.  Are  you  able  now  to  work  at  the  same  trade  or 
occupation  ? 

“  9.  Is  there  any  other  trade  or  occupation  you  can 
work  at? 

“  10.  How  do  you  expect  to  support  yourself,  or  to 
be  supported,  after  you  get  home? 

“11.  Have  you  any  established  home,  and  where  ? 

“  12.  What  is  the  nature  and  degree  of  your  disa¬ 
bility  ? 

“  13.  Have  you  secured  a  pension,  and  what  is  the 
amount  ?” 

The  answers  to  these  questions  indicate  that  about 
seventeen  per  cent,  of  these  men  are  what  is  called 
totally  disabled;  about  sixteen  percent,  are  “serious¬ 
ly  disabled,”  but  in  a  condition  which  admits  of  grad¬ 
ual  but  decided  improvement  ;  while  about  nineteen 
per  cent,  are  affected  with  various  degrees  of  disabil¬ 
ity,  all  along  on  the  scale  between  slight  and  serious, 
but  permanent.  The  ther  forty-eight  per  cent,  form 
a  class  of  men  all  of  whom  will  at  once  readily  earn 
their  living,  and  one  half  of  them  will  probably  be 
well  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Again,  the  Sanitary  Commission, in  order  to  approach 
the  subject  from  another  side,  has  obtained  answers 
to  a  different  set  of  questions,  thereby  seeking  to 
i  know  the  actual  condition  of  discharged  disabled  sol- 
!  diers  after  they  had  been  six  months  or  so  in  the  com¬ 
munity  from  which  they  enlisted.  These  inquries  have 
usually  been  addressed  to  some  individuals  whose  in¬ 
terest  in  the  cause  led  to  a  thorough  investigation. 
The  following  are  the  questions  : 
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1.  To  what  extent  do  the  disabled  discharged  sol¬ 
diers  in  jour  community  fail,  at  present,  to  maintain 
themselves  by  their  own  labor? 

“  2*  Wliat  proportion  of  them  have  relatives  wholly 
or  in  part  dependent  upon  them  ?  J 

“3-  What  proportion  of  those  who  would  not  in 
the  open  market  of  competition  be  able  permanently 
to  earn  a  support  for  themselves  and  for  those  depen¬ 
dent  upon  them,  will  receive  all  needed  assistance 
from  their  relatives? 

_  “  4.  For  those  who  do  not  thus  receive  all  needed  as¬ 
sistance  from  relatives,  what  method  of  assistance  now 
prevails  ? 

“  5-  What  proportion  of  discharged  disabled  soldiers 
have  evinced  a  disposition  or  expectation  to  receive 
charitable  assistance  ? 

“6..  What  proportion  of  disabled  discharged  sol¬ 
diers  in  your  vicinity  have  come  distinctly  upon  the 
public  for  support  ? 

“  1.  Has  any  systematic  method  to  save  the  soldiers 
fiom  this  necessity,  by  finding  suitable  employment 
for  those  who  are  able  to  work,  been  adopted,  which 
is  open  to  all  who  may  come  into  your  community  ?” 

The  result  of  this  investigation,  carried  through 
some  forty-eight  or  fifty  of  the  chief  cities  and  larger 
towns  of  the  North,  shows  a  far  smaller  number  than 
the  other  table  would  indicate  of  those  who  as  yet 
have  actually  come  upon  the  public  for  support.  But 
in  this  inquiry  we  are  to  weigh  the  fact  that  many 
who  six  months  from  now  will  be  entirely  dependent 
are  at  present  living  on  their  bounty  money  and  back 
pay  collected  on  discharge.  Yet,  too,  there  is  the 
other  modifying  circumstance  to  come  in,  viz,  that 
many  of  the  men  unable  at  the  time  of  discharge  to 
labor,  will  in  six  months  or  a  year  afterwards  acquire 
strength  enough  to  earn  at  least  part  of  their  own 
livelihood.  The  results  of  the  investigations  now 
carried  on  by  the  Commission  will  furnish  some  valu¬ 
able  facts  additional.  Meantime  enough  is  evident  to 
show  that  some  such  institutions  as  Sanitaria  are 
demanded  for  our  discharged  disabled  soldiers. 

.  The  object  of  this  article  is  to  draw  attention  to  the 
importance  of  securing  to  this  subject,  wherever  it  is 
taken  up,  wise  thought,  that  whatever  is  done  be  done 
in  a  way  that  shall  strengthen  and  not  weaken  what  is 
peculiar  and  excellent  in  our  republican  common¬ 
wealth,  bound  in  with  the  homes  of  the  people. 

FRED.  N.  KNAPP, 

Supt.  of  Special  Relief  U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  May  5,  1865. 
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THE  WOMAN’S  RELIEF  ASSOCIATION. 

-Close  of  Its  Labors— F-t  ief  Resume  off  Its 
Work,  Its  Field  a  rid  Its  Agencies. 

.The  Woman’s  Central  Association  of  Relief 
lias  closed  its  mission.  Of  the  many  benevolent  or¬ 
ganizations  developed  by  the  necessities  of  the  war, 
this  has  been  one  eminently  useful,  invariably  suc¬ 
cessful,  always  judicious  and  never  selfish.  It  was 
begun  in  April,  1861,  and  in  June  of  the  same  year  it 
Aook- voluntarily  a  position  subordinate  to  the  Sanitary 
•  Commission,  devoting  itself  with  fidelity  and  zeal  to 
certain  specialties.  It  proposed  t<  open  a  central  de¬ 
pot  in  the  City  of  New-York,  for  the  collection  of  hos¬ 
pital  supplies;  “  such  supplies  to  be  delivered  solely 
upon  requisition  from  the  Sanitary  Commission,  or  to 
agents  authorized  by  it.”  The  manner  of  obtaining 
these  supplies  was  left  to  the  association.  This  agree¬ 
ment,  of  mutual  benefit,  continued  until  the  day  of  the 
association’s  dissolution,  and  wasgof  great  and  patent 
service  to  the  army  and  its  friends  at  the  North  de¬ 
sirous  of  assisting  its  members.  We  find  that  the  as¬ 
sociation  has  received  and  distributed,  since  May  1, 
1864,  the  following  enormous 

TABLE  OF  SUPPLIES. 

Shirts— Cotton,  161,167;  C.  woolen,  11,010;  woolen, 
129.298;  drawers,  cotton,  66,294;  C.  flannel,  21,068; 
wool  m,  79,648;  socks,  126,818;  slippers,  29,428;  wrap¬ 
pers,  16,808;  handkerchiefs,  169,811;  coats,  3,983;  pan¬ 
taloons,  4,688;  bed  ticks,  20,370;  pillow  ticks,  16,297; 
pillows,  34,610;  pillow  cases,  69,619;  sheets,  60,962; 
blanker,  7,368;  quilts,  26,408;  towels,  122,727;  cush¬ 
ions,  32,306;  lint,  bbls,,  636;  bandages,  bbls.,  461;  old 
linen  and  cotton,  bbls., 698;  beef  stock,  lbs.,  7,834;  gro¬ 
ceries,  lbs.,  23,392— bbls.,  81;  dried  fruit,  bbls.,  1,692; 
fresh  fruit,  bbls.,  271;  jellies,  jars,  18,132;  piokles,  kegs, 
bbls.,  boxeB,  1,296;  vegetables,  410  bbls.,  671  cans; 
(Condensed  milk,  lbs.,  13,770;  domestic  wine,  bottles, 
i>,218;  imported  wines,  bottles,  2,476 ;  whisky,  casks, 
£,  bottles,  8,868;  brandy,  bottles,  4,762;  blackberry 
Jjrandy  and  cordial,  bottles,  10,409;  bitters  and  Kis- 
uingon  water,  bottles,  2,281;  raspberry  vinegar,  kegB, 
3,  bottles  1,113;  reading  matter,  boxes,  600;  sundries 
Sfor  hospital  use,  164;  havelocks,  6,269;  flannel  band¬ 
ages,  6,940;  mittens,  7,086;  musquito  nets,  3,661;  fans, 
Y,443;  arm  slings,  1,884;  comfort  bags  and  needle 
cases,  7,460;  ale  in  barrels,  37;  crackers  and  dried 
iioast,  bbls.,  98;  tea  in  half  ohests,  14;  con.  lemonade, 
oases,  70. 

The  society  employed  nine  canvassing  agents, 
•whose  duties  in  the  field  and  in  the  country  were  la¬ 
borious  and  resulted  in  great  benefit  to  the  soldier. 
These  gentlemen  delivered  in  the  State  of  New-York 
and  Connecticut  alone  369  lectures  before  the  public, 
informing  the  popular  mind  upon  the  many  points  of 
interest  connected  with  the  army  and  its  necessities. 

There  were  813  contributing  societies,  not  including 
those  who  sent  through  the  centres  of  collection.  Of 
these  376  were  furnished  with  material  for  distribution 
at  half  price,  the  balance  being  made  up  by  the  ps* 


donations  to  the  parent  society.  The  number 

t°^8'  'SlKSlwt7 sent  eontribu- 
T  ,  the  existence  of  the  society,  was  1  920 

it,  ™£8ing  Up,its  work  fcke  society,  m  an  ^Idiess  to 
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be  adopted: 

mlv  support  of  totally  disabled  men  who 

of  /olSrC^ng  Sr6  t0  1116  Wid°WS  and  orphan3 

disabled  men!ng  °f  smtable  employment  for  partially 
or4‘‘  horn!*”  tn n?igbboring  military  hospital 

may  bedesiraSlethe  furniah^  of  ««*  supplied  as 

ag^nide^are^estabhshed  bySttei^^^i8^ion  ^in'thif 
city,  and  may  therefore  be  relied  upon  thlB 

sk5tyand  NavyClaim  Agency,  No.  35  Chambers- 

Soldlers^Ho^10^!^^0-  85  Chambers-street. 
??ioiers  irome’  No-  45  Grove-street. 

Broadway.^  °f  Sanitary  Commission,  No.  823 

department  have  distributed  Oft  o««i 
pamphlets  reports  and  books  of  different  sorts  ’ 

Pu^chasfn^ComrrTH1  °l  the-  society’s  existence,  the 
rmrcnasing  Committee  furnished  366  Aid  Societies 

2,191:13,1  to  tbe  amount  of  $78,800  84  most  of 

dollar  Sefl5  iS  S  °f  **  “on  the' 

tk5’™  “  $15,302  25  worth  was  given  gratis. 

asSsted  «1?Qmittee0nSpecialEelief^ in  the  same  period 

S  otlfpr  fL^erS°?^9^nding  118490  96  on  burial 

and  fnn*  /&¥  ’  a?d  ^stributing  a  quantity  of  clothing 
lingS  propoSns8  necessa^  absolutely  start? 

years  Tr.ea®ur®r*  reports  that  in  the 

2^M^^dtation8* 

To  Purcha^ng^Committee'.V.*  ".".****.  *.*. . $78m  24 

To  Special  Relief  Committee . 7£  jJo  % 

. $92,143  20 

SesSSfi  S®^8  expended  in  correspondence,  ex- 
pressage,  rent,  msurance  and  advertising. 

cn^be  report  of  the  Treasurer  from  the  date  of  the 

he  redeivedlnalfdnnaK  itc,f  d4®soluti°u,  shows  that 
mu  ot  *140'- 

To  Purchasing  Committee . . ^gjgn  ll 

To  Special  Relief  Committee . */.*  j’SJ  fl 

To  Correspondence  Committee .  '*  s’ns  qa 

thejest  being  expended  in  ordinary*  routffie  necessa- 

It  would  be  difficult  to  find  among  the  many  estima- 
wLkT?110118  originated  during  theT^ 
which  has  done  more  on  less  capital,  or  one  to  whose 

so^Sch?8  Mld  directors  the  army  and  the  nation  owe 

JViM.  'JVmeo, 

«§  I 


A  Few  Questions  to  the  Sanitary 
Commission. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Commercial  Advertiser : 

The  public  would  like  information  from  the 
Sanitary  Commission  in  regard  to  the  following 
matters : 

Has  the  special  relief  hitherto  afforded  to 
the  helpless  and  deserving  poor  (made  so  by 
the  war)  been  practically  discontinued  by 
voting  only  the  paltry  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars  per  month  to  “  the  Society  for  the 
Amelioration  of  the  Condition  of  the  Poor?" 

Is  it  true,  that  with  a  balance  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  dollars  ($300,000)  or  there¬ 
abouts  in  its  treasury,  the  Commission  has 
committed  itself  against  establishing  institu¬ 
tions  for  the  relief  and  care  of  disabled  soldiers  ? 

Is  it  true  that,  with  the  war  over,  it  is  rear¬ 
ing  an  establishment  which  will  absorb  the 
balance  of  money  on  hand,  in  the  payment  of 
large  salaries,  and  in  publishing  medical  and 
self-glorifying  histories,  the  major  part  of  which 
will  be  ot  no  sort  of  interest  or  consequence  to 
any  one  except  those  persons  who  are  receiv¬ 
ing  large  salaries  for  doing  the  work  ? 

Is  it  true  that,  in  the  aggregate,  the  salaries 
now  paid  by  the  Commission,  in  sums  of  $5,030, 
$4,800,  $4,000,  $3,600  and  $3,000,  amount  to 
over  forty  thousand  dollars  per  annum  ? 

Is  it  true  that  expensive  real  estate  has  been 
recently  purchased  and  fitted  up,  with  a  view 
to  making  the  institution  a  permanent  one  ? 

Many  people  who  have  spent  much  time  and 
money  in  behalf  of  this  noble  charity,  are  con¬ 
strained  to  ask  questions.  They  desire  to  know 
what  disposition  is  to  be  made  ol  the  funds  re¬ 
maining  in  hand,  and  when  the  Commission 
will  close  its  labors,  and  render  an  account  of 
its  stewardship,  not  by  long-winded  reports,  but 
by  practical  accounts  current. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  charity,  which  has 
accomplished  so  much  good  during  the  war, 
will  not  allow  itself  to  lose  the  credit,  which  it 
has  obtained  and  deserved,  by  longer  post¬ 
poning  a  prompt  closing  of  its  affairs. 

Much  of  the  money  received  by  the  Commis¬ 
sion  was  the  result  of  self-denying  devotion  to 
the  cause  of  the  country,  and  the  contributors 
may  be  pardoned  if  they  are  solicitous  about 
the  final  disposition  of  their  funds.  Can  you 
enlighten  M  vny  a*  xious  iNqvxBSSS  ? 


